ST At I NTLApprov®aURffEiEfel 



-RDP78-06087A000200030Q^-9 


ftYTHS ABOUT INTELLIGENCE ANl< CIA 


f ‘ ; ■ i f i i na r y common t 

Thera Is much misinformation ond Chore art? many myths In 1;h« U.S. 
about I n to 1 5 i gence and CIA. This translates Itself Into quaor attitudes 
about the subject and It may translate itself into specific questions 
on your tour. The purpose of this paper is to surface some of those 
attitudes. There ere no set answers to any of the questions, but, for 
whatever help it may be, answers that hove been used successfully in 
actual briefing situations are included, 

dGf.g rai Attitudes Towa r d in t ellige nc e in- the U.S. 

1. That Intel 1 Ige'rtce and internal security are the sumo. 

An swer: The Internal security of the U.S. is the responsibility of 
the FBI, not of CIA. Intelligence, as wa use the term, is Knowledge 

of foreign countries. It Is b responsibility of CIA (shared with State 
and Defense), not of tha FBI. The ai vis ion of responsibility between 
the FBI and CIA is not only functional, but also geographic. There Is 
close liaison between the tv;o services (ri dealing with situations 
posing both foreign Intelligence end internal security problem. 

2. That intelligence Is to ba equated with espionage. • 

Answer: In tail Ig&rsca is knowledge of foreign countries. The me times 
used for acquiring that knowledge range from the most open through 
tin cl scree t and secret methods. The great balk of Information that 
goas into intelligence (say 9CC&) comas from open and official sources. 

To equate Intel II gone® with espionage Is to fall to do justice to 

nr her collection systems and to the whole work of analysts, whereby 
the dimension of meaningfulness is added to unevaluated information from 
the field. 

3. That espionage is odious or even Immoral . 

Ans wer : For those who feel this way, they need never be concerned 
wi tJi espionage. Host people in intelligence ara concerned with the 
other aspects of the profession. Espionage plays a vital and Integral 
role inmost Intelligence systems, but It is not the whole of Intel- 
i i gence. 

k. That the British ore tops In this field but that U.S. Intel- 
i i gone® officers are clumsy amateurs, gumshoes, etc. 

Answer : The British ara good, but so is the U.S. it is pretty much 
Tike the British Navy end the U.S. Wavy. The British Wavy is good, but 
not superior to that of the U.S. 


Approved For Release 2001/07/12 : CIA-RDP78-06087A000200030035-9 


• -• * 

Approved For Release 2004^7/12 : CIA-RDP78-06087A000200030(££-9 

' Myths About I nta \ I i gc'nca anc CIA (continued) 


5. That & good i » t«s il ? gor.ce service can always or almost Biways 
predict future contingent events (“tho crystal-ball theory or inter 

licence")* , . „ I <- 

Answers Intelligence is not only concerned with prediction-, it 
7eportft current events. It assesses capabilities end vulnerabilities, 
end it predicts probable courses of action— to too extent that the 
evidence permits. Nations) Intel llgonco fcs ti mates , for oxacp.fe, coi^epn 
themselves with three klnos of Judgments— judgments about; 

{}) Things that are knoweble and known. 

{ ■} ) Things that arc knowcblc but unknown (or unknown in 

sufficient detail). . 

C'i) Th i nos that are unknown and unknowable (such as wso w. 

succeed Khruschev, assuming that this U not know,, »n tha 
Kremlin itself). Obviously, the last, kind of jue groan t 
presents extraordinary difficulties, but Intelligence «®y 
still be celled upon by policy makers for e list of 
possibilities. 

6 lhat foreknowledge* (Intelligence) nc-casaarlly Implies counter- 

action* (for example, if intelligence knew that Sputnik I war, to bo 
launched in the fall of 1357, why oldn't the U.&. use the Jupiter C 

bear, the Soviets to the punch’/) , „ 

A r.swcr; local 1 1 gcnce repor ts the racts and eva . ua tes Lhern. t ^ 
7oc"makc policy or recommend it. Obviously U Influents p» L>. 
it ^ not i he sola determinant in the formulation or national jeeunty 
not icy. Sometimes policy makers give greater weight to other lectors, 
josi.* tiroes they decide and act immediately on Intel I gcnce. n *■«/ 

CCS- it is the policy officials of the U.S. who reccnnwic policy, »nc 
it Is the president who decides what, if anything, ought to be cone in 
the light of new intelligence * , ridings. 

7 That there are no controls over CIA, especially by Congress. 
Answer', There ere four congressional CIA c=n»l ttnes—etc.ly toor 
*sub~cwmi 1 1 tees of the Amned Services and Appropriations comm, «©-<.> of 
both houses. They exart those controls proper to the 

Branch over funds, numbers of personnel, end quality of e^ort. . ^.1 o 
3* is true, that not every member of Congress knows about CIA n u -u * 
the CIA uo. This -snot unique. «°t •»'» 

.nenber of Congress knows how many a tom . bombs the U>. V* 

, -..embers of the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy co. c ‘ A ^o«- .K 
ever Congressional controls the Cbier executive favors. The Are, leant 
e^pr«,cd Mosel* on this point In hi, 3 October 19« w evl.ee 
n ~.., conference: "1 think the present committee . . .1- ot-t, u.n 
' iderin'i the sensitive nature of the CIA's work. As you know, there is 
iS^iuooel in the house. AAO one Senate cc^oso;, 

c .f Ktmbtrt of the Appropriations Ca-mlttse end the «rn»o ,ervlwcs 
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h/ths A&out In tell Sgogco -no CIA (eofctl nueti) 


I fctec. They r-.ee t frequently ---/I f*r. acCor.e. He also testifies 
;-crora the* Foreign Relations Ccv/swi ttoe . . .and i think the Congress 
i-'s , through that organisation, the ineens of keeping © 1 f a i son wl th 
•ji-u In eoal t i on , i haves advisory counci ! which was head-ici by . 

5r. ifi i 1 1 or: forcer iy, n.»v; hr, Clark Clifford. It Includes Jlror.y 


tii i ttie anu others, like Robert hurph y 


srvs's ns 


ai ttoe 


oi- ecvii-ory 

ie on thi> work of the intelligence cewwun i ty. i an vj®’ l 
» s f i so wi th tiio present arrcfur.irr.vnt«" in add I ’. Ian , there are 
.. ✓. sens * va fiscal controls enectoo over Tin, es tnev are aver a) i 
other yaverr.r,cnt agene I as , by u.e bureau of the SocvjSl. 
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rr, .at occur ivy Coui.-r i j , . .one the bin c-torai nates its efforts 

v.'i tb the j? ta te Department and the defense usspartwent .’ 1 


y. That there is- a lot of cups i cation be tween th*a Ir-nu-itecibic 
, . ' r ' i i i > v*fic& -is tiers c i cs , «i 1 t.i o * r* .' <ch«s sc-’-'o thing, 

, ,t- • . • : 4ns bio three of U.S. Intol i i ganco ore ni 1 i tary* diplom?-t«c, 

control sntei • i genes. There ore Info) i i nance functions tl-a t ere 
- Integra i part of every ml 1 i tary service and son.c that are ah 
. ni-'vrn'f part of every diplomatic service, C I A v/ss created in i3 l fj > 
wiv; the end res of the wartime CSS, to {]} concentrate cm thy 'special fred 

jj;vv. « I jeenco services that ere not a necessary port of a ni i i tary or 

i/i,'. i .»•?(£ tic service ape chnt re-uire career special iasfclon, and it) 
to integrate o.l » U.S. into? t i gone* at the national love) for the President 
t»u the nations.) Security Courtci . f'rouieoiS of coordination ore con- 
tinual Sy gosod, but th* chiefs of U.S. intelligence rr.ee t regular) y 
under the ckr» I tranship of. the DC i (as such, they constitute the U‘ilC) 
to resolve those problems, -broad divisions of rcaponsibi Mty are 
a I located by the National Security Council. it would be. » mi & take to 
have only cue intelligence organisation. The Interpretation of data 
roculres persons of different backgrounds ond orgAp.l i'.cf ions with . 

f feront viewpofnis. An even closer Integration be two on the ml t ! tary 
Intel 1 ieonce services is being achieved now through tha i ns t ruruah te i i ty 
of the be fens o Intel 1 Igcnce Agency. (MSA is a technical service which, 
w;ii U» under the Secretary of Defense, ac uts 1 1 y -serves all the Intel- 


i gonev-produc I rsg agcnc i ®s) . 
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f'o/ths About inlctl I igenca stia CiA (continued) 


Dome Specif l c Charges Mace Apr Ins, t CIA 

). Wasn't f. I A responsible for the failure of the U - 1 ■■ 

An swer : What fa I lure? it Is important to distinguish the operation, 
which was & very great success indeed, from the handling of the cos-3 
after a plane was downed in the USSR, a handling which admittedly left 
a ••yx>r.< deal to be desired. To focus only on the handling is to falsify 
the perspective. Secretory of Defense Gatos, at tha time of the U-2 
inti cent, told the Senate Foreign Relations. Committee (2 June 1<&'J) 
that these flights had furnished vital M Info neat ion on airfields, 
aircraft, missiles, missile testing and training, special weapons 
storage, submarine production, atomic production, and aircraft tieploy- 
r.ier) t in the Soviet Union. 


2. Wasn't CiA responsible for the disastrous Gey of Pigs invasion? 
Answer; The "invasion" was on attempt on the part of the U.S. to 
help, in as discreet u manner as possible, train and egulp Cuban 
freedom fighters who sought to drive the Communists out of their hor.to- 
larsc, As for CIA, we did what we were told, and we aid it as hast 
vAs could. Unfortunately, our best, on th i s occasion , was not good 
enough. 


3. Has CIA bean "upsetting the applecart" in Viet Mam ; 

Answer : The Information in the press about CIA is generally based on 
hearsay, fee President of the U.S. is a better source. Ho addressed 
himself to 'he issue of CIA and Viet ««r. in his 9 October news conference 
The full .'change took piece with a rvportsr; 

"hir. President, could you discuss some of the recant public 
accounts of CIA activities in South Viet dm, particularly In the stories 
or reports of how the* CIA has unoer taken certain independent operations, 
or independent of other elements of the American Government, that ere in 
South Viet Hera:" 


of 


A: i must say ! think the 

the matter is that hr. (CJA C J roc tor’ John) 


reports sre 


who! 1 y 
he Cone 


un true, 
si ts in 


Tht 

the 


fact ' 


National Security Council, i imagine i see him at least three or four 
times a week, ordinarily, 'we have worked very closely together in the 
Net lone l Security Council in the tost two months attempting to meet the 
problems wo face in »outh Viet M«r.. I cen find nothing, -end I have 
looked through the. record very care fu My over the tost nine months, ami 
I can 1 <i eo back further, to Indicate that tile CIA has done anything 
but support policy. it uoes not create policy; It attempts to execute 
It in those areas wh ere it has competence end responsibility. i know 
that the transfer of (C !A official in Saigon) who 


-A- 
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ilyths About ir.tei 5 i nonce and CIA (continued) 


\u very dedicated public servant, has led to surmises, but I esn just 
assure you flatly thjt the CIA has not carried out Independent activi- 
ties but has operated under close control of the Director of Central 
Intel Hg&nce, operating wi tit the cooperation of the fictional SscurJ ty 
Council end under my instructions. 


Co | think while the CIA rr»y have fusde mistakes, as we ail do, on 
riirfor&nt occasions, and has Hod many successes which may 90 unheralded, 
In my opinion in this case, it is unfair to charge them as they have bean 
eft a rged. > think they have do n e a good job . 1 * 


28 October 1963 


> 
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